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adding, "I hope you may pass the journey without
danger of ye Moppet" (this word used for a little girl
is evidently a reference to his little daughter Mary,
who was born in the previous October). The letter
ends most affectionately, "Dear, dear, your most
affectionate husband and humble servant/' and
"God send us a joyful meeting.35
Charles's Queen., Catherine of Bragatr/a, is very
well described in the Diary, although he does not
admire her Portuguese retinue.
"The Queen arrived with a train of Portuguese
ladies in their monstrous farthingales or quardin-
fantes, their complexions olivader and sufficiently
unagreeable. Her Majesty in the same habit, her
foretop long and turned aside very strangely. She
was yet of the handsomest countenance of all the
rest, and, though low of stature, prettily shaped,
languishing and excellent eyes, her teelh wronging
her mouth by sticking a little too far out; for the rest
lovely enough."
Catherine brought her music with her, "consisting
of pipes, harps and very ill voices.1*
As both the King and Queen were concerned in
one of the outstanding events m Evelyn's career, the*
discovery, namely,, of Griuliag Gibbons, the sequence
of events may be related in some detail.
"1677. iBlh January* This day, 1 first acquainted
His Majesty with that incomparable young wan,
Gibbons, whom I hud lately met with in an obscure
place by mere accident, as I was walking near a poor
solitary thatched house, in a field iti our parish,
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